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Dear Brothers and Lasallian Partners, 
Prayerful greetings to you from Singapore.   Hope this note finds you encouraged by the on-going impact of the presence of the Promised Spirit now that we live in the unfolding of Pentecost. 
Attached are reports from several sectors as to their work in fostering vocations and the good news of postulants who are continuing their discernment or have begun the novitiate.  Gratitude to those who have submitted material. 
Special Request:  that you send a copy of this issue of HEARTS ON FIRE to all communities and institutions in your sector so as to keep alive the fostering vocations  throughout the PARC Region. 
Prayers for all your intentions,  fraternally, 
Brother Mark             markmfyfsc@usa.net,  mark.murphy.fsc@gmail.com 


                

The last few months, our Aspirants and 15 lads from our La Salle Youth movement visited a Leper colony (150 inmates)run by religious sisters. These inmates had been abandoned and most people missed visiting them when they visited nearby shrines; probably most were afraid of the disease.  In May there were heavy rains and most villages were flooded; many people’s dwelling places had been washed away. Aspirants, the De Mazenod College Lasalle Club and Student Leaders helped the villagers and supplied them with food, clothing and books. 

For the month of May, LaSalle Club and the Aspirants organized a LaSalle Week to promote vocations.  1200 students visited our exhibition. Our vocation programme is very effective at the moment.  4 students joined our Aspirancy and now our family comprises 11 members.  We thank our Br. Visitor and all Brothers of the District for their help and support.
We hoped to send 15 college students to the North for an exchange program to enable them to work in different mission centre run by our Brothers located in the North. They love the vision of our Founder and want to be part of it. 

From Sri Lanka  - Brother Terence Loyola Fernando, FSC





 Australia, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea    -Bro Mark McKeon, FSC
    
          A recent youth gathering held in Australia set aside time for a vocation forum. It gave 3 Brothers the opportunity to get the message out there that, while not for everyone, the life of a brother is one which young men should consider. Aside from the 3 postulants we have 5 young men on a contact/aspirancy program. 2 Brothers accompany these young men and meet with them on a monthly basis. More recently our vocations team met with our web designer to determine what we can do to attract more people to our website ( www.delasallebrothers.com) At the moment we are using ‘Google addwords’ and while this has been attracting people to the website the majority are not from our targeted age group. We have made the strategic decision to employ SEO (Search Engine Optimiser) to try something different. This will be combined with banner ads on Google and Facebook which will allow us to be more targeted in our vocation campaign.
(You can subscribe to the District  Publication: UPFRONT through the website: www.delasallebrothers.com
Philippines - Bro Rey Majias , FSC
                Bro Rey has distributed to the entire District a complete program titled:   National Vocations Promotion Program Proposal, Academic Year 2010-2011.  It contains specific objectives and activities for April 2010 through April 2011 and details all the ways in which the school personnel and local vocation teams are assisting him with the implementation of this program for fostering vocations.   It could be adapted to other circumstances and resources of other sectors.  
               Bro Rey will be sending to all on the HEARTS ON FIRE mail list copies of the notices and materials he sends to the vocation promoters in the Philippines. Included with this issue is his newsletter on the first vows of Brother Inigo Riola and the recent reception of the 12 postulants.  

Singapore - Bro Collin Wee, FSC
                The vocation DVD has been completed and produced in an attractive package.  The District Council was quite pleased and complimented about the final product.  There are copies available for any sector that would like to have one sent – just send an e-mail to Collin (collinwee@yahoo.com.sg) and he will be happy to get it sent to you. 
                Banners are presently being produced, designed to have pictures of local Brothers and ministries featured.  Bro Collin is also willing to have versions of them adapted for use by other sectors with   pictures and names of those sectors substituted.  Be in touch with him and he will discuss details with you.
                Ignaci  has formally begun the novitiate in Lipa and two other older candidates have indicated an interest in a program of discernment and live-in experiences for this coming year.

  Myanmar  -  Brother s  Joseph A and Mark Murphy
This year’s work of vocation promotion resulted in 13 candidates coming to the Come and See Program in Kalaw; they represent ethnic groups and dioceses from 6 different locations in the country. It is the first time we have had such an even distribution of 2-3 from each area and so it is a very good sign. The 6 aspirants (2nd year candidates who returned from last year’s Come and See program) and the 4 postulants are showing signs of the appropriately progressive understanding of our Lasallian vocation and an enthusiasm to engage in our educational ministry. They have been involved in a number of short term experiences of teaching catechism, explaining the Founder’s life and charism in formal classroom settings and at vocation gatherings sponsored by dioceses. 
When all the candidates have returned to their home villages and act as spokespersons at the local vocation assemblies, we get very good reports from the local clergy and religious as to how well they represent the De La Salle Brothers.  
We have included the first pages of the newsletter produced by our postulants in Maymyo.  If you did not receive a full copy, please e-mail  Brother Moris, Director, and he will be happy to send one by e-mail (Brother Moris: kokolay2ster@gmail.com).  These 4 postulants will be discerning the decision to leave for the Philippines in 2011, so please keep them in your prayers. 
(Newsletter:  pages 1 and 4)
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     Postulancy Newsletter
)




 (
A WORD FROM BROTHER MORIS 
)
 (
Greetings from our Formation house here in 
Pyin
 
Oo
 
Lwin
, 
Myanmar
, and welcome to our second Postulancy Newsletter for 2010.
 
We are into the sixth month of our programme which will end here at the end of August. Through the grace of God and your prayers we are 
all  in
 good health both in mind and in body. In the current issue of our Newsletter we are happy to share with you some of our experiences of living here in our Postulancy community.
At the beginning of the programme the Postulants were introduced to all appropriate aspects of community organization. 
 In their six months journey the Postulants have been helped to have a sense of belonging, personal responsibility, community service, through active participatio
n in the Postulancy community.
Through our weekly community meeting we are able to evaluate and plan community activities. Our weekly community meeting really helps us and encourages us to participate in our Programme in a meaningful way.
We also have daily community manual labour as part of the Postulancy programme. You will read reports about gardening and animal husbandry which helps our community to be creative in the Program.
 
Through our regular community prayer and the daily Eucharist celebration experiences also help us with our own spiritual growth. During our community prayers we also share our prayers of intercession based on our daily experiences locally or more globally as observed through news papers or other media. Daily reading of the Word of God, experience of spiritual reading, reflection together on apostolic work – all come together to enrich our life of prayer.
 
I hope you enjoy the contents of what I think is an interesting Newsletter.   
Brother 
Moris
 FSC
)













 (
Home Improvements…
)
 (
 
In everything, today must be better than yesterday. In our last Newsletter I mentioned about our painting in the Postulancy residence. After we finished painting some rooms our attention has shifted to the west side of the house where the old kitchen was located. As of now ceilings have been built into the kitchenette and the old ‘drying room’ which will eventually become our new dining room. New windows and new doors have been installed and it’s beginning to look very good.  Painting of these rooms will start over the next few weeks. We hope to have the kitchenette/dining room and our new prayer room (current dining room) finished before we finish the Postulancy programme here at the end of August.
In the front of the Postulancy house we have a few beautiful flowering trees which also provide welcome shade during the heat of the mid-day sun. We have built a nice seating platform under one of the trees and we now use it quite a lot – especially in the evenings. I hope to have more information on home improvements in our next and final issue for this year.
Bruno
)






 (
 
Postulancy Newsletter
)

 (
GARDENING – FLOWERS & VEGETABLES
)
 (
As we have manual every day here in the Postulancy gardening has taken up a lot of our energies. To date we have sown onions, carrots, corn, 
chilies
, beans and okra. The onions we planted at the end of January yielded a generous harvest. We shouldn’t have to buy any more onions during the programme. We are currently enjoying our carrots – and so are the rabbits! 
Thequality
 of our carrots wasn’t great because of the lack of 
rain  The
 water level in our well was very low for the end of the dry season and we couldn’t give
 
the carrots the amount of water they needed.
) (
Now, we are growing corn and beans around our house. The beans we have planted can be harvested within forty-five days. They grow very fast and are very tasty. If you want to sample our beans you are most welcome sometime in early July. We have also planted lots of flowers around the house. We have planted roses and young trees – and some sweet-smelling shrubs on the west end of the house to neutralize the smell coming over the boundary wall from our neighbours’ pigs!
Bruno
)






 (
What’s the definition of a farmer?A man out standing in his own field!
)

 (
A couple, retired for many years, always set their clock-radio for 7 a.m. waking to the news. One morning, their 
favorite
 romance music from the past started playing. The husband put his arm around his wife and whispered in her ear,” Darling, if I were forty years younger, do you know what I’d do?”
“Yes,” she murmured, snuggling closer,” I know what you’d do.”
“Tell me, sweetheart,” he sighed. “What would I do?” “If you were forty years younger, “she whispered, “You’d get up and go to work.”
- Johnny
)


 (
ANOTHER POEM WORTH NOTING… Chris
)

 (
Since our last Newsletter we’ve celebrated four birthdays in the community – Christopher, Johnny, Kevin and Timothy.
The photo below shows Timothy is using all his might to put out the candle on his cake. He succeeded!
)










 India  - Brother Inigo Amalan, FSC
From India   - Brother Inego Amalan, FSC

In January, a 3 day program for Lasallian Youth from the Delegation’s formal schools and informal institutions was held at Boys Town, Madurai.  There were 70 boys, 45 girls, 10 staff and 12 Brothers who participated.  Its program included formal talks, activities, student exchanges and projects - all ordered to having the young people come to a better understanding of what it means to be “Lasallian.” 
Given the large geographical area represented by the schools and the many different groups that make up the composition of the schools, to have these young people together for 3 days is a major learning experience. The exchanging and sharing they do is quite extensive. One example is to have them watch short excerpts from Tamil movies and then discuss common reflection questions: What are the social evils in the scene?  How are the economically poor and low caste people depicted in the story?  Hindus, Muslims and Christians are able to relate to one another around such common concerns. Even in such a short time as 3 days, the students form strong bonds with one another. 
During February, the schools are asked to arrange an all student sessions in which those who attended the Lasallian program will share with the others what they have learned.  It is from such gatherings that we also are able to find candidates who show a specific interest in religious vocations and especially our Lasallian life.
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