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2 August 2010
Greetings Lasallians. I have just returned to the PARC office after accompanying Br Superior on his Pastoral Visit to the Delegation of India. I then visited the District of Colombo primarily to go to the north but also to be present at the Formation of Formators programme, the Accompaniment of Young Brothers programme and spend four days giving classes at the novitiate. The visit to Colombo concluded with a Eucharistic and social celebration of the Brother Visitor’s birthday with most Brothers from the District and international guests present. In addition to the two named programmes, the PARC Lasallian Institute concluded recently its first two years’ cycle. Thanks to all who planned, coordinated, presented or mentored at these programmes. You have received or will receive evaluations of same. These will be discussed at the Lasallian Services Committee meeting in November with recommendations to be considered at PARC 34.

APPRECIATION

PARC congratulates and thanks Br Denzil Perera, Visitor and all in the District of Colombo who hosted the formators’ programme and the current accompaniment programme. Special thanks to Br Mervyn and his collaborators Brothers Rajan and Susath of LCES. The services of Brothers Joseph Fernando, Vincent Keating, John Cantwell, Jesus Rubio, Christy Croos and John Fernando contributed to the programmes is most appreciated by PARC. Thanks to the Br Edmundo Fernandez, Visitor and all in the District of the Philippines, especially DLSU and CSB, for hosting the PARC Lasallian Leadership Institute and thanks to Brothers Mark Murphy, Jayjay Jimenez, Mr Jay Cajella and collaborators for their work. Of course all this would not have been possible without the support of each sector head and others in the Region who assured the availability of delegates and provided funding.. Thanks so much.
CELEBRATIONS DISTRICT OF VIETNAM.

On 15 August four novices will profess their first vows, five postulants will receive the religious habit and four aspirants will begin their postulancy.

GOLDEN JUBILEE BR MARK MURPHY

August 15 is the actual day of Mark Murphy’s Golden Jubilee in commemoration of reception of the religious habit. He has celebrated in his home District of San Francisco and in the Delegation of Thailand. On the actual day the St Patrick’s community in Singapore will celebrate with him and I understand festivities are planned in Myanmar. On this occasion we all acknowledge Mark’s outstanding contribution in PARC for almost fifteen years now and thank him for his ongoing contribution and example of fidelity.

PRESIDENT AQUINO AT LA SALLE GREEN HILLS

The first death anniversary Mass of the late Cory Aquino, former President of the Philippines was celebrated yesterday (Sunday1 August) at La Salle Green Hills. The Mass was televised live. President Aquino and members of his family were present. In the introduction to his address at the conclusion of the Mass President Aquino named Brothers Edmundo, Armin and Felipe. The three Brothers were seated immediately behind the President and his family. The media has given wide coverage to the event and the content of the President’s address.
MOVING TOWARDS LEAD
A significant number of Brothers from across the seven countries that will constitute LEAD responded to a reflection questionnaire prior to the first sondage on 13 August for nominations of the Br Visitor. The results of the questionnaire have been collated and circulated. The Alliance Council meets on 27 August. The agenda will include among other things, a report of a committee of Bursars which has worked on a proposal to set up the finances necessary to commence the District and run its administration, the ritual closings of each of the sectors, a report of the Nominations Committee for the first Visitor and plans for the inauguration of the District on 15 May 2011.
WELCOME
During August Br Patrick Bradley of the District of DENA will be based in the District of Vietnam where he will teach English in formation houses and Br Dat Hoang of the District of San Francisco will arrive (5 August) in the Delegation of Thailand joining the Nahkonsawan community. Br Dat will go to language school prior to commencing work in the Delegation. Br John McAndrew, also from DENA will teach English in the District of Colombo for a short period. PARC is grateful to both Districts in the USA for making these Brothers available to work in the region. 
AUSTRALIAN TO NOVITIATE IN USA

Postulant Lewis Harwood from Australia travels to California on 9 August to commence his novitiate with four others from the USA/Toronto Region. Keep this group of novices and all at this stage of formation in the Institute in your prayer.
SIGNUM FIDEI MALTA AND DISTRICT OF COLOMBO

After the recent New Visitors’ meeting in Rome Signum Fidei Malta invited Br Denzil Perera, Visitor to visit the country where he met Signum Fidei members who gave him a substantial donation to assist the work of the Institute in the north of Sri Lanka. During my recent visit to Sri Lanka, I met two Lasallian teachers from Malta who were volunteers in Sri Lanka. One of these is a Signum Fidei member. Signum Fidei members from both countries have decided to establish a collaborative link.

PAKISTAN

Br Shahzad and various websites are keeping us informed regarding the situation in Pakistan. Let us continue to keep the country and its people in our prayer given the current floods and the recent plane crash. The Lasallian Foundation in Australia and SECOLI has launched an emergency appeal for funds to rebuild the auditorium after the fire at La Salle Higher Secondary School, Multan. The school celebrates its Golden Jubilee in October during the visit of Br Superior. If you would like to make a donation to the rebuilding appeal you could contact Br Shahzad directly, the Lasallian Foundation in Australia or SECOLI. The Brothers of the Delegation will assemble on 21 August with Bro Ambrose Payne, Visitor, and Brothers John Pill and Christopher Gorringe, District Councillors (ANZPNG) to consider a proposal regarding the future canonical status of the Institute in the country. Any outcomes of the assembly will require the necessary approvals of the Bro Superior and General Council. I am attending the assembly as Delegate for Pakistan.
CALENDARS

David: 2-5 August, Singapore; 6-14 August, Thailand, Canonical Visits; 16-23 August, Pakistan, Assembly and visits.  Mark: 1-4 August, Singapore; 5-14, California (Special Project); 15-18, Singapore; 19-31, Myanmar. Vincent: Back in Sydney after Directors’ workshop, classes for novices and formators’ programme in Sri Lanka.
Mark, David and Vince would appreciate any dates you are planning in 2011 which may require their presence
Best wishes and prayers.

David Hawke FSC

General Councillor for PARC Region
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