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First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Brother Armin Luistro, Rector, and to the University Council of this House of Studies as well as to the entire educational community for the honor awarded to me today. I sincerely believe that this honorary distinction, which you bestow upon me today, is an expression of solidarity and sensitivity, on the part of your University, towards all those persons in our Lasallian Institute, Brothers and lay, who over the course of more than 300 years have dedicated their lives to the transmission of human and Christian values, in service of personal formation and training, and to the creation of a more just society founded in Gospel values.

I would especially like to extend this recognition to all those persons who, over the course of these years, have worked tirelessly for the educational service of the poor and marginalized in the different cultures and countries of our world.

Lasallian universities have developed incredibly in recent years and here in the Philippines they represent a privileged means of incarnating the Lasallian charism. At our last General Chapter in 2007 various references were made to the role our Universities ought to play today, if they wish to be faithful to our origins and respond the needs of our world. Here are some of these invitations:

– We encourage Lasallian universities to promote policies and actions that are in line with an effective option for the poor and for education for justice (Circular 455, page 32).

– We dream of Brothers and Lasallian partners who continue to take part in building a more just and sharing world. They support and participate in programs, movements, structures, and educational initiatives that respond effectively to all forms of poverty, new and old (ibidem, page 34).

– To assume and make our own orientation number 1 of the 2006 International Assembly. In particular, the Brothers

–  participate in programs of formation, possibly in connection with Lasallian universities, for the accompaniment of "children, youth and families in at-risk situations, especially those young people who are found in extreme situations" (cf. IA-2006, 1.1.2).

– Encourage teachers and young people to inform themselves about the issues of bioethics, the rights of the child, respect for life, and the integrity of creation...(Circular 455, page 34).

– The Brothers continue to sensitize and to commit themselves with the youth and adults who are part of Lasallian schools and universities in the promotion of justice (cf. Rule, 14) (Circular 455, page 34).

The 2006 Assembly on Lasallian Mission and Association, whose decisions were accepted by the General Chapter, for its part told us: The vitality of our mission depends on how we respond today, associated together, to the needs of the poor. We appreciate the effort that we Lasallians make to free the poor from their different forms of poverty, and we ask that service of the poor and the promotion of justice be considered the heart and the cause of the strengthening of the Lasallian mission in the world.

The world of the poor teachers us how Christian love should be, it certainly must seek peace, but it exposes false pacifism, resignation and inactivity; it should be clearly gratuitous but it should seek historical effectiveness. These words of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero upon receiving an honorary doctorate from the University of Louvain on February 2, 1980, 50 days before his assassination, seem to me to respond very well to what our Lasallian universities should be, as the General Chapter reminded us – they should have special sensitivity to the commitment to the promotion of justice and they should find in this sensitivity a stimulus and a challenge for their creativity and imagination. Our Institute was born on the border of a certain dehumanization, and to be faithful to our charism means for us today to be a supportive presence in order to respond to the new forms of dehumanization, to the new types of poverty, to the calls the world of the excluded makes to us today, to the injustices often suffered by the poor, to the inequality created by an exclusively economic globalization, to generalized corruption.

In this sense we can make our own the definition that Father Ellacuría gave about what a Christian university should be: A Christian university must take into account the gospel preference for the poor. This does not mean that only the poor study at the university; it does not mean that the university should abdicate its mission of academic excellence needed in order to solve complex social problems. It does mean that the university should be present intellectually where it is needed: to provide science for those who have no science; to provide skills for the unskilled; to be a voice for those who have no voice; to give intellectual support for those who do not process the academic qualifications to promote and legitimate their rights (Ellacuria, The task of a Christian University speech given in acceptance of an honorary doctorate at Saint Clara University, June 1982).

Moreover, the Lasallian mission of the University establishes the primacy of human dignity. We need to place university education as a path, a journey, a vocation from conception until death in view of a human being, mysterious and paradoxical, historical, and always under construction; we need to look at it as a call to mature manhood, to the extent of the full stature of Christ (Ephesians 4: 13), aware there we are not made purely of reason, nor purely of brightness, but also of emotions, feelings, instinct, passion and desire. Therefore we are dealing with an integral formation that will help us to avoid the real anti-human danger: the danger of man as machine or the danger of man as beast. An education that keeps in mind the head, the heart, the hands, the feet.

Saint Alberto Hurtado, a Jesuit Chilean saint, said that the first mission of the University is to bring a sense of unease to the world and the first virtue of the University is to feel that unease, that non-conformity as it faces a world imprisoned. That non-conformity should translate into the conviction that another, better world is possible, in the acquiring of competence, in the defense of human rights, in financial development that is supportive, in a inter-disciplinary approach to serving persons and above all to putting acquired talents in service of others, especially those who suffer, the poor, those who do not find meaning in their lives.

As Lasallian universities, it is important to ask ourselves if we are active agents of sustainable, environmentally-friendly, social, economic, political, cultural and religious development. I would like to invite you to live, looking forward, certainly without forgetting your roots, to imagine new ways to respond to today's problems, being creators in your initiatives and offering to those who are outside the benefits of globalization that we experience today, new paths, stimulating initiatives, and alternatives that are capable of giving meaning to their lives.

As heirs to De La Salle the man, I believe that we should feel deeply this call and help one another to follow the footsteps of our Founder, building a world where every person is kept in mind and treated with respect and affection; where education and new technology are at the service of justice, peace, and solidarity; where we are not afraid to proclaim Jesus as our Savior, in a spirit of respect, dialogue and tolerance towards other religions and where we know how to unite forces, men and women from different cultures and religions in building a society that is more fraternal and just.
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